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Presidents address
Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners and Country: I would like to acknowledge the
Traditional Owners of this land, and pay respects to their Elders past, present and the
emerging leaders of tomorrow.
I would like to thank everyone for joining us at Wolston and Centenary Catchments’ (WaCC)
Annual General Meeting. Thank you for taking the time out of your busy schedule to show
your support. It has been another great year for WaCC. Our members have been successful
in securing many grants for on ground projects throughout the catchments, and for facility
improvements at Pooh Corner Environment Centre (PCEC). I would like to congratulate
everyone for their successes.
I would like to thank the backbone of WaCC: our long standing members and management
committee. You are each invaluable to the success of our group and I would like to thank you
all for your hard work and commitment to WaCC’s objectives and ideals. Our Secretary Lenore
Bracey yet again has given many hours of her life making sure WaCC is running smoothly. Ed
Parker and Shealagh Walker form an integral connection to the community and WaCCs
history. Julie Vejle continues to receive many on ground grants and plays an important role in
keeping our on ground works flowing as Projects Co-ordinator. Our former Treasurer, Suphak
(Kris), had to unfortunately leave, but in her time with us she was able to provide WaCC with
a new and improved financial system. We are very grateful for all that she did for WaCC, and
her hard work allowed for a smooth transition for our new treasurer Michael to take over.
Many more volunteers make up the WaCC community and we have been fortunate to have
their assistance. I would like to thank you all for making our events a great success this year,
with a special mention to volunteers from Multicultural Development Australia Ltd (MDA), Save
Our Waterways Now, Greening Australia, Dera Sacha Suada and Scouts for your continuing
support. A big thank you also goes out to our Birsbane City Council Creek Catchment Officers,
Donna Edwards and Adam Richardt, for helping us with our projects and connecting us with
much needed funding and support.
This year has seen a large amount of on ground works. Our volunteers have again applied for
and completed many successful grants throughout the Wolston and Centenary region. These
include large scale bush regeneration to promote healthy connectivity from the creeks to the
river, important weeding projects to encourage and support native vegetation growth, and
community planting events and gatherings to strengthen the connection with community and
our green spaces. The largest contribution to ground works this year was from WaCCs
collaborated with MDA, who helped contribute thousands of hours of bush regeneration
throughout our catchment and were a catalyst for more success in grant and for donation of
plants from Brisbane City Council and SOWN and tools from Greening Australia.
For the fourth year in a row now we have produced an annual report that showcases our
achievements for the year. This is no small feat and I would like to thank the committee for
contributing to the annual report. Every single person has an important role to play. From
committee members to financial members, and volunteers throughout the community, your

support is extremely valuable in ensuring WaCCs continued success. We greatly value our
current partners and collaborators and are open to discuss future partnerships. I encourage
you, and anyone you know to join us, in any way you can to help us achieve our goals of
protecting and enhancing the natural values of the Wolston and Centenary Catchments.
Katrin Lowe - President
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1

Our catchments

The Wolston and Centenary catchments consist of Wolston Creek and its subcatchments and various other creeks and their catchments in the Centenary and
surrounding suburbs, which feed directly into the Brisbane River. Together, these
catchments are 66 square kilometres in size and are located within Brisbane, Ipswich
and Logan City Council areas.
The Wolston Creek Catchment area is 44 square kilometres. Wolston Creek forms
the downstream part of the catchment, which flows, into the Brisbane River. Feeding
into Wolston Creek at Sumner Park are its three tributaries, Ric Natrass Creek,
Bullockhead Creek and Sandy Creek, which have their respective sources in
Richlands and the Greenbank Military Training Area 11 kilometres to the south. Much
of the vegetation found in this area has been classified as Endangered Regional
Ecosystems. This classification means that the plant species and the soil type in the
bushland reserves are rare and significant.
The Centenary Catchments have a combined area of 22 square kilometres and
consists of two main creeks, Mount Ommaney Creek and Jindalee Creek. There are
several other minor, unnamed creeks and sub-catchments, which flow separately into
the Brisbane River. This area is highly urbanised, mainly residential but with natural
bushland reserves along the Brisbane River, creeks and other locations.
The catchments include all or part of the following suburbs:
Jindalee, Mount Ommaney, Westlake, Seventeen Mile Rocks, Jamboree Heights,
Riverhills, Sinnamon Park, Middle Park, Sumner, Wacol, Ellen Grove, Richlands,
Gailes, Carole Park, Darra, Forest Lake, Camira and Springfield.
The significant natural assets in Wolston and Centenary catchments include:
Wolston Creek Bushland Reserve, Pullen Reach Bushland Reserve, Rocks Riverside
Park, Mount Ommaney Bushland Reserve, Edenbrooke Park, Pooh Corner Bushland
Reserve and Wacol Bushland Reserve.
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2

Map of Wolston and Centenary
Catchments
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3 Wolston and Centenary Catchments Inc.
3.1

History

WaCC was formed in 2008 as the community-based catchment group to oversee and drive
the community's involvement in protecting and enhancing the environment in the area covered
by the Wolston and Centenary Catchments. In 2012 the group was formally incorporated and
a new management team appointed.
WaCC acknowledges a number of organisations and volunteers who were instrumental in
getting WaCC started. Some of these are: Brisbane City Council, Centenary Districts
Environment Action Group, Friends of Pooh Corner, Save Our Riverfront Bushland, and
Wolston Creek Bushcare Group.

3.2

Timeline of WaCC
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3.3

Mission statement

To protect and enhance the natural environment and resources within and around
Wolston and Centenary Catchments.

3.4

Membership

Membership for WaCC is defined by an annual financial payment and is open to individuals,
households and corporations. The present membership consists of 31 persons, (17 female
and 14 male). The number of eligible voting members for the AGM is 28 persons. There have
been ongoing discussions held at various Management Committee Meetings to review the
nature and the definition of ‘Membership’. The membership numbers have remained stable
over the past 5 years being in the low thirties each year.

3.5

The management committee

The WaCC Management Committee consists of five members who oversee the management
of all WaCC administration and policies and a sub-committee that manages the ongoing facility
maintenance and fittings of the Pooh Corner Environment Centre.
WaCC said farewell and thank you to Suphak Sutheepattalawan (Kris) as Treasurer in
September this year as she was no longer able to commit time to the role. We then welcomed
Michael into the Treasurer Role. Michael is eager to learn and confident that he will grasp the
work quickly and efficiently.
The present Management Committee is as follows:
President: Katrin Lowe
Vice-President: Nicolas Moran
Secretary: Lenore Bracey
Treasurer: Michael Kerridge
Committee Member: Ed Parker
The PCEC sub-committee is as follows:
PCEC Coordinator: Ed Parker
Sub-Committee Members: Julie Vejle and Shealagh Walker
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WaCC management committee 2018 – 2019

Celebrating 10 Years of WaCC and the End of Year Celebration December 2018
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4

Events and Awards

4.1

Lord Mayor’s Australia Day Green Heart Award 2019

WaCC is very proud to have been this years
winner of the Lord Mayor’s Australia Day
Green Heart Award. This is to recognise
WaCC’s ongoing dedication to the
preservation
of
Brisbane’s
natural
environment. A big congratulations to
everyone at WaCC that made this award
possible. We couldn’t do all that we do
without all of the amazing WaCC members
and volunteers. Thank you to all WaCC
members and volunteers and to Brisbane
City Council for the recognition.
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4.2

Community events

WaCC Inc has been involved in a number of events throughout the year engaging with the
community and developing partnerships with local groups. WaCC participated in Peaks to
Points Festival, hosted by Oxley Creek Catchment Association. WaCC held three events:
Spring Mountain Ridgetop Walk (photo below), Wolston Creek Bushland Reserve Walk, and
Wood Park Tree planting (also National Tree Day). We also held an End of Year Celebration
(December 2018) in partnership with Centenary Districts Environment Action (CDEA). We also
held a Mid-Year Celebration in conjunction with World Environment Day (June 2019).
Guided bush walks, bird walks children’s craft activities, and wildlife shows were enjoyed by
the community with large numbers (50+) turning out for each of these two events.

The local community enjoying the Geckoes Wildlife show at out End of Year Celebration.
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4.3

Student Catchment Immersion Program (SCIP)

WaCC has a long-standing relationship with the Queensland University of Technology SCIP
program. This year, QUT students got their hands dirty pulling weeds at Wolston Creek
Bushland Reserve. Participants are not only from environmental courses. They include
various areas of study, such as engineering and more.
The morning began with a “meet and greet” session. Followed by the usual bushcare induction
procedures with a rundown on risks and hazards (sink holes, rubble, fallen branches, stinging
or biting critters etc.). It was also explained, “that Jumper ants sting like hell initially but then
subside within a few minutes”. One attendee set out to disprove that theory, only to ultimately
verify it.
We did a brief tour of the site to view the main features and hear the basic history. Features
include seven floral species, which are rare in Brisbane, due mostly to land clearing and
housing development. Other features are the bushcare groups Open Grassy Blue gum
restoration area, the many plantings by Brisbane City Council and their Two Million Trees
Project, the old farmhouse site and the currently empty dam/s.
After collecting our tools, we settled in to remove some patches of mostly Corky passion vine
and Coral berry. Drought conditions saw the site bone dry and browned off. Flora and fauna
were struggling to survive. The Kangaroos, Wallabies and other wildlife, as always, seemed
very curious about and wary of our new visitors. Finally, a hearty lunch was provided and
enjoyed by all. Students were encouraged to become volunteers in their local area. WaCC
would like to thank Mark Creyton from the QUT SCIP Program and Adam Richardt from
Brisbane City Council Creek Catchment Program for helping to organise the event.
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5

Our projects (in alphabetic order)

5.1

Friends of BushWaCCers, Skilling Queenslanders for
Work, 2018-2019

WaCC partnered with Multicultural Diversity Australia (MDA Ltd) in 2018, to deliver on ground
training to trainees from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds. MDA
secured the funding for this Skilling Queenslanders for Work project titled “Friends of
BushWaCCers”. This funding provided a paid supervisor and engaged Greening Australia to
deliver training modules. WaCC also provided volunteers, and access to the Pooh Corner
Environment Centre for storage of tools and a place to meet for work every day. Conservation
Volunteers Australia (CVA) generously donated tools for the project. Additionally, volunteer
time was provided by CVA allowing WaCC to strengthen its relationship with CVA. Save Our
Waterways Now (SOWN) also generously provided a large number of tube stock plants that
were lovingly planted by our MDA trainees. Brisbane City Council Creek Catchment Program
provided valuable support by provided trees, tools, watering and skip bin for weed removal.
Twelve trainees undertook a traineeship in Certificate 1 Conservation and Land Management
from May – October 2018. A further 14 trainees undertook the traineeship from September
2018 – March 2019. They carried out weeding and/or planting throughout Wolston Creek
Bushland Reserve, Wolston Road Park, Wacol Station Road Park, Spine Street Park, Wacol
Bushland, and Wood Park. With many people working every day, they were able to achieve
amazing results for one of the most important green corridors in our catchment. All together
they planted over 6000 plants
Flow on effects of the collaboration is that it facilitated volunteer follow- up maintenance work
on various ongoing WaCC ecological restoration projects. Such work is a requirement of most
funding agreements and is vital to successful project outcomes.
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5.2

Spine Street Park, Ongoing Project

Spine Street Park is an area of about 8-9ha, situated in Sumner Park. Although surrounded
by industrial development, it contains high environmental values. In the lower confines of the
Bullockhead Creek, it forms part of a major wildlife corridor from the Brisbane River through
to Pooh Corner Bushland Reserve, Wacol Bushlands and the Greenbank / Flinders Ranges.
Current projects are funded by Queensland Department of Environment Science Community
Sustainability Action Grants (CSAC 17068), Brisbane City Council Community Conservation
Assistance Program (CCA grants) and supported by the BCC Creek Catchment Program. The
CSAC project focusses on removal of broadleaf pepper tree, planting areas with natives where
peppers have been removed, as well as ongoing weed maintenance. Works are primarily done
by paid contractors and follow-up maintenance work by BushWaCCers and Friends of
BushWaCCers. The MDA Friends of BushWaCCers assisted with the planting over 2000
plants throughout Spine Street Park and clearing of weeds such as Lantana, broad leaf
pepper, weedy vines, Chinese elm, wild tobacco, devils fig, castor oil etc. on site. WaCC have
also held many community planting and weeding events at Spine Street Park.

Wetland rehabilitation at Spine Street Park
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5.3

Wacol Station Road Park, Ongoing Project.

Wacol Station Rd Park is an area of about 10ha, situated in Sumner. Although surrounded by
industrial development, it contains high environmental values. In the upper confines of the
Wolston Creek, it forms part of a major wildlife corridor from the Brisbane River through to
Pooh Corner Bushland Reserve, Wacol Bushlands and the Greenbank / Flinders Ranges.
Friends of BushWaCCers (MDA) trainees contributed to extensive weeding works on the site
in 2019, focussing on removal of Chinese elm, cats claw creeper, and Lantana. They also
prepared areas for planting, planting 367 plants including 80 of appropriate mixed shrubs and
trees, and the rest of Lomandra longifolia and L. hystrix, focusing the creekside and water flow
areas to manage erosion risk.
Ongoing projects on this site serve to consolidate Council work and investment, towards the
ultimate goal of ecological restoration. Work is funded the Brisbane City Council Community
Conservation Assistance Program and supported by the Council Creek Catchment Program.
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5.4

Wolston-Bullockhead Creek Corridor, Ongoing project

The Wolston-Bullockhead Creek Corridor Project began within the lower reaches, which
include government owned (mainly Brisbane City Council owned) parklands near Wolston
Creek and lower Bullockhead Creek. Although surrounded by various types of development,
this corridor contains high environmental values, forming part of a major wildlife corridor from
the Brisbane River through to Pooh Corner Bushland Reserve, Wacol Bushlands and the
Greenbank / Flinders Ranges.
Some of this area has received considerable Council and other funding for both weed control
and revegetation works since 2003. Ongoing projects serve to consolidate Council work and
investment, towards the ultimate goal of ecological restoration. Many weed control projects
have been funded and conducted, with initial work done by paid contractors. Past and current
works were funded by grants from various government sources and supported by the Brisbane
City Council’s Creek Catchment Program. Main project sites to date are Spine Street Park,
Wacol Station Road Park, Wau Road Park, Wolston Creek Reserve and Wolston Road Park.
Plans are now underway to extend this project to include the upper reaches of the corridor
around Richlands, Ellen Grove and Forest Lake. An application was recently made for federal
funding of a proposed fauna survey. The proposed project will conduct an extensive fauna
survey of Bullockhead Creek from Wacol to Forest Lake. This will establish important baseline
data and information, so community and Council partners can prioritise their efforts to best
protect and enhance habitat for native species. It will also provide a good indication of
waterway health by determining the presence of certain fauna. Key outcomes include
improved knowledge of ecosystem health in the Bullockhead Creek riparian zone and creation
of a 2020 baseline for incidence and diversity of fauna and will also aid in the identification of
threats to fauna.
The proposed fauna survey will also improve community knowledge and skills that will enable
future expansion of project works; improved extent and condition of important remnant habitat;
improved corridor linkages and support for many native species; and increased community
connection to their local environment and involvement in recovery actions. Anecdotal and
historical evidence indicates the presence of some key significant species, such as Platypus
and Saw-shelled turtle. This survey will confirm the presence of these and other key species
and will include birds and mammals. This will establish important baseline data and
information, so community and Council partners can prioritise their efforts to best protect and
enhance habitat for species. It will also provide a good indication of waterway health by
determining the presence of certain fauna.
Aside from proposed future projects upstream, we must keep our eye on the ball and also
maintain previous works. Follow-up maintenance on all these projects is expected to be
provided by BushWaCCers and Friends of BushWaCCers. To this end, we need more
members who are willing to get involved and help with these activities.
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5.5

Wolston Creek Bushland Reserve

Wolston Creek Bushland Reserve is an area of about 47 ha situated in Riverhills, with high
environmental values. In the lower confines of the Wolston Creek Catchment, it forms part of
a major wildlife corridor from the Brisbane River through to Pooh Corner Bushland Reserve,
Wacol Bushlands and the Greenbank / Flinders Ranges. `
The site is ex-prison farmland, which was transferred to Brisbane City Council in 2003. In the
20th century, much of the original vegetation was removed as part of past farming practices.
Fortunately, some remnant vegetation remains. However, weed invasion continues to impact
the reserve and its’ biodiversity values.
The reserve has received considerable government funding (mostly from Council) for both
weed control and re-vegetation works (Two Million Trees Project) since 2003. Ongoing
projects serve to consolidate previous work and investment, towards the ultimate goal of
ecological restoration. Many previous WaCC projects have been successfully completed; with
initial works done by paid contractors and follow-up maintenance by Wolston Creek Bushcare
Group in partnership with BushWaCCers and Friends of BushWaCCers.
The Wolston Creek Bushcare Group provides steady stewardship for the reserve. It is made
up of a small but dedicated handful of people who continue to contribute about 600 volunteer
hours per year. Councils Habitat Brisbane Program also provides on-going funding and
contractor support to the group for on-going weed control.

10 years on from 2 Million Trees planting project, and maintenance by WaCC grants.
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5.6

Wolston Road Park, Ongoing Project

Wolston Road Park (WRP) is an area of about 15ha, situated in Sumner. Although surrounded
by industrial development, it contains high environmental values. In the lower confines of the
Bullockhead Creek, it forms part of a major wildlife corridor from the Brisbane River through
to Pooh Corner Bushland Reserve, Wacol Bushlands and the Greenbank / Flinders Ranges.
The MDA trainees from Friends of BushWaCCers completed large scale weed removal
including: Lantana, Glycine, Brazilian nightshade, Chinese elm, Castor oil, devils fig, wild
tobacco, umbrella sedge, cobblers pegs, Dyschoriste, and more. A total of 3379 plants were
planted at WRP by MDA trainees over the 2018/2019 period, supplied by Brisbane City
Council and SOWN. The plant list includes: Streblus brunonianus, Juncus usitatus, Cyperus
polystachyos, Lomanda hysrix, L. longifolia, Acacia maidenii, A fimbriata, A disparrima,
Alphitonia excelsa, Eucalyptus moluccana, E tereticornis, Casuarina cunninghamiana,
Dianella caerulea, Lophostemon suaveolens, Ficus coronata, and Commersonia bartramia.
The site is currently maintained by WaCC volunteers and contractors through the Lord Mayor’s
Environment Grant (ENV18-19330) and supported by the Council Creek Catchment Program.
Ongoing projects on this site serve to consolidate Council work and investment, towards the
ultimate goal of ecological restoration and we look forward to continuing to improve the
ecological values of this site.
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5.7

Wood Park Ongoing Restoration Project

The Wood Park Restoration Project is located within the riparian vegetation area of a gully,
which eventually flows into the Brisbane River. The gully is located in Wood Park (formerly
Naver Street Park), Middle Park QLD 4074. WaCC was once again successful in receiving a
grant for Wood Park through the Lord Mayor’s Community Sustainability and Environmental
Grants program (ENV18-19312). The project aims to manage re-invasion of weeds and assist
native regeneration. The funding allows significant works to be achieved on the ground
through contractors and volunteers.
A very successful volunteer planting day was carried out for National Tree Day 2018, with over
40 volunteers attending, from WaCC, Dera Sacha Sauda, Scouts, and the local community.
Volunteers planted 200 plants on the site including watering, tree guarding, and mulching.
Regular maintenance works were carried out by contractors and WaCC volunteers, including
regular weeding, watering, and mulching. The Friends of BushWaCCers (MDA) trainees also
contributed to maintenance of Wood Park by distributing mulch, watering natives, and
weeding. We look forward to continuing to restore Wood Park into the future.
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6

Our facilities - Pooh Corner Environment
Centre, Coordinator’s Report

Background
WaCC has been operating
the
Pooh
Corner
Environment
Centre
(PCEC) since 2015 under a
licence with Brisbane City
Council (BCC) who owns
the facility.
BCC has renewed the licence for a further three years until 25 July 2022. WaCC uses the
facility in conjunction with and on behalf of its PCEC partner groups, Centenary and District
Environment Action (CDEA) and Friends of Pooh Corner (FoPC).
WaCC has a PCEC subcommittee whose members are Ed Parker (Coordinator), Shealagh
Walker and Julie Vejle. The committee meets quarterly and reports to the WaCC management
committee on operational and maintenance matters.
In addition to providing a base for WaCC’s activities, the PCEC facility has been made
available for use by other organisations and local community groups as below.

Usage of the Facility – 01 Jul 2018 to 30 Jun 2019
Activity

Total

WaCC

Other
Organisations

Days used

119

87

32

Events

48

days
events

Usage statistics
Total Hours usage

192

56

136

hours

Usage per week

3.7

1.1

2.6

hours/week

Attendee
person-hours

6,590

594

5,996

person-hours
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Other organisations which have used the facility during the period under review include:
•

Centenary and District Environment Action (CDEA) – joint activities with WaCC

•

Friends of Pooh Corner (FoPC) – Pooh Corner botanical surveys (with Paul
Grimshaw)

•

Brisbane Catchments Network – general meetings

•

Queensland Mycological Society – fungi workshop

•

Multicultural Development Australia (MDA) – PCEC provided a base for a major
training and re-vegetation project.
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7

Accountants financial statements

Note: the complete Financial Report is available on request from the Secretary or Treasurer
of WaCC.
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